3. 1:3: It has been taught: Two people should not read while one 
translates [T. Meg. 3:20G]. Said R. Zeirah, “It is because of the need 
[which two individuals cannot fulfill] to say a blessing.” And lo, it is 
taught: And two should not translate while one reads in the Torah [T. 
Meg. 3:20G]. Can you say here too that it is because of the need to say 
a blessing? But it is because two different voices cannot reach the ear 
at once. 


4. 1:4: How do we know from Scripture that there is to be a translation of 
the biblical readings for the congregation? R. Zeirah in the name of R. 
Hanan: “[‘And they read from the book, from the law of God, clearly; 
and they gave the sense, so that the people understood the 
reading’ (Neh. 8:8).] ‘And they read from the book, from the law of 
God’ — this refers to the Scripture. “‘Clearly’ — this refers to the 
translation thereof. “‘And they gave the sense’ — this refers to the 
proper articulation. “‘So that the people understood the reading’ — 
this refers to the tradition [on the meaning].” And there are those who 
say, “This means the grammatical constructions.” And there are those 
who say, “This means the first words of the successive verses.” 


5. 1:5: What is the blessing that one says over [the Scroll of Esther]? 


6. I:6: Moses ordained that Israel should read in the Torah on Sabbaths, 
festivals, new moons, and intermediate days of the festival, as it is 
written, “Thus Moses declared to the people of Israel the appointed 
feasts of the Lord” (Lev. 23:44). Ezra ordained that Israel should read 
in the Torah on Monday and Thursday and on the Sabbath afternoon. 
He ordained immersion for men who had suffered an emission. He 
ordained that courts should be in session in the towns on Monday and 
on Thursday. He ordained that peddlers should circulate among the 
towns for the honor owing to Israelite women [who might thereby 
purchase ornaments]. He ordained that they should do laundry on 
Thursday, for the sake of the honor owing to the Sabbath. He ordained 
that they should bake bread on Fridays, so that a loaf should be 
available for the poor. He ordained that people should eat garlic on 
Sabbath nights, for it serves as an aphrodisiac and also satisfies desire 
[at one and the same time]. He ordained that women may converse 
with one another in synagogue. He ordained that a woman must wear a 
petticoat, both in front and in back, as a matter of chastity. 


XXVIII. YERUSHALMI MEGILLAH 4:2 


[A] ON NEW MOONS AND ON THE INTERMEDIATE DAYS OF FESTIVALS FOUR READ [IN 
THE TORAH]. THEY DO NOT ASSIGN FEWER, AND THEY DO NOT ASSIGN MORE, 


